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Opening Address 

Welcome to the first Movements: Protest, Politics and Activism in the Twenty-First 

Century Conference.   

Protest, activism and political and social movements have been a consistent and 

dominant feature of the political landscape in the twenty-first century. On 15 

February 2003, millions of people across seven continents took to the streets (and 

ice) to demonstrate against the impending invasion of Iraq. Ever since, political 

protests and movement mobilisation have become a key feature of the political 

topography across the world: from the Arab Spring to Occupy, from the anti-

austerity demonstrations in Southern Europe and the UK to the world-wide 

Women’s March, protests, movements, and other forms of dissent have 

punctuated political developments all over the world and have become a key and 

identifiable marker of both progress and regression. 

The local, national and global characteristics of these movements have taken on 

a new urgency in recent years and the role of protest and activism have developed 

in new and interesting directions. If they have, until recently, been focused on 

specific political or policy issues (such as the Iraq War), they now from an 

important part of campaigns in electoral politics. Once a marker of electoral 

failure, political rallies seem increasingly important for electoral success and lately, 

figureheads of populist campaigns have described these gatherings as 

‘movements’ with added frequency.  Movements, activism and protests take 

various forms. Although social politics and party-political movements have 

become an identifiable feature of protest in the twenty-first century, protests, such 

as the EuroMayDay demonstrations of the early 2000s, risk being ill-defined and 

reactionary. 

This interdisciplinary conference will provide a space in which to discuss the impact 

that protest, activism and political and social movements might have on the 

contemporary political landscape.  

We hope that you enjoy the Conference.  Please share your experience of the day 

widely using the #movements2018 and consider staying to see a live 

performance by Bread & Roses of their new show about the NHS ‘A Second 

Opinion’ starting at 7pm, followed by Austerity Fight film screening at 7.30pm. To 

register visit: http://bit.ly/2HZyYCV  

 

  

http://bit.ly/2HZyYCV
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Essential Information 

Movements is a one-day, interdisciplinary conference, funded by Midlands3Cities 

Doctoral Training Partnership that platforms academic and non-academic work on 

social and political movements in the arts and humanities, social sciences, and 

beyond. The conference takes place throughout the day at Nottingham 

Contemporary on the 6th July 2018.  It is complemented by an evening event, 

brought to you in association with Sharewear Clothing Scheme, that features live 

performances by a local theatre collective Bread & Roses and a screening of 

Austerity Fight. To register visit: http://bit.ly/2HZyYCV 

Registration for the conference begins at 8:30am prior to the welcome address at 

09:00 and the morning keynote at 09:15am.  

Conference Venue  

The conference will take place at the Nottingham Contemporary (Weekday Cross, 

Nottingham, NG1 2GB). More information about accessing the venue is available 

on page 4, 5 and 6 of this document.  

Presentation Facilities  

Each of the conference rooms is equipped with a computer, speakers, internet 

connection and a projector.  

For those presenting in The Space (see Conference Timetable on page 11) you will 

have the option of presenting at a lectern, but a roving microphone will be 

available should you wish to present your material in a different format.  

Please do not use strobe lighting or flashing imagery in presentations.  

Please ensure you bring any presentations on a memory stick to ensure an ease 

of change over after each session. There are no printing facilities available so 

please have your paper printed prior to arrival.  

Social Media  

For Twitter users the conference hashtag is #movements2018. Your tweets will 

help those who can’t be here in person to follow and participate in the conference 

from afar.  

Anti-Harassment Policy 

Movements is dedicated to providing a great conference experience for 

everyone regardless of gender, gender identity and expression, sexual 

orientation, disability, physical appearance, body size, race, age, religion, 

or social class. 

http://bit.ly/2HZyYCV
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For this reason, we do not tolerate harassment of conference participants 

in any form. Conference participants failing to adhere to this policy may be 

asked to leave. 

Dress code 

We have been treated to good weather in Nottingham recently and the 

forecast anticipates a sunny and warm day on 6 July. We would remind our 

guests from further afield, however, that this event is taking place in the 

UK and rain and cooler weather is not impossible this time of year. As such, 

please pack with the UK’s diverse weather conditions in mind.  

Emergency Contact Details  

Prior to the conference should you have any concerns or require any additional 

information please contact the organisers at: 

movementsconference2018@gmail.com  

If delegates have any problems on the day of the conference, please contact David 

Civil on 07403008966.  

mailto:movementsconference2018@gmail.com
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Travel and Accommodation 

(1) Getting to Nottingham  

The county of Nottinghamshire is in the East Midlands, conveniently situated in 

the heart of central England. There are excellent air, rail and road links to the city 

of Nottingham as well as neighbouring towns such as Mansfield, Newark, 

Retford, Southwell, Worksop and the surrounding areas. 

Getting around the county couldn’t be easier whether it be by car or using the 

many public transport options available. 

Nottingham is a compact city which means that visitors can get around easily on 

foot or by using the modern tram system. In 2010 Nottingham was named 

England’s least car dependent city. 

Train  

Nottingham is served by main line rail services at Nottingham Station. The station 

is a short ten-minute walk away from Nottingham Contemporary (see Maps, p. 6).  

For those not wishing to walk from Nottingham Station, you can take the tram. 

The tram station is located in Nottingham Train Station and is one stop from the 

Fletcher’s Gate Tram Stop. Nottingham Contemporary is a short three-minute walk 

from Fletcher’s Gate. [More information on the Tram is listed below]  

More information about Nottingham Train Station can be found here: 

http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/stations_destinations/NOT.aspx  

Coach 

Nottingham is served by National Express and Megabus services. Due to a 

redevelopment of the Broadmarsh Bus Station, coach services arrive at Station 

Street. This is a short ten-minute walk away from Nottingham Contemporary.  

Airport  

The closest airport is East Midlands Airport. The Skylink bus service departs from 

the Airport Terminal and takes around 45 minutes to reach Nottingham City 

Centre. 

More information can be found here: 

https://www.eastmidlandsairport.com/getting-to-and-from/by-bus/  

 

 

 

http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/stations_destinations/NOT.aspx
https://www.eastmidlandsairport.com/getting-to-and-from/by-bus/
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(2) Getting Around Nottingham  

Bus 

Due to the redevelopment of Broadmarsh Bus Station most bus services to 

Nottingham City Centre terminate at the Friar Lane Stop. This stop is a short 10-

minute walk from the Nottingham Contemporary (see Maps, p. 6) 

More information about services, fares and routes is available here: 

https://www.nctx.co.uk/fares-tickets/inner-city-return/  

Tram  

Nottingham also has a tram service that serves the surrounding area and stops at 

Beeston, The University of Nottingham, Nottingham Trent University and 

Nottingham Train Station.  

More information about services, fares and routes is available here: 

https://www.thetram.net/maps-and-stops.aspx  

More Information  

If delegates arrive before the check-in time at their accommodation we 

recommend they bring their luggage to the Contemporary where it will be safely 

stored.  

(3) Accommodation  

Nottingham has a variety of Hotels available to delegates. We recommend the Ibis 

Nottingham City Centre. The Ibis is located on Fletcher Gate and is only a two-

minute walk from the conference venue.  

Most hotels located in the City Centre will be only a short walk from Nottingham 

Contemporary. Please get in touch with the conference organisers if you require 

accommodation recommendations or any further information.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nctx.co.uk/fares-tickets/inner-city-return/
https://www.thetram.net/maps-and-stops.aspx
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Maps 

Walk From Nottingham Station to Nottingham Contemporary 

Walk From Friar Lane to Nottingham Contemporary 
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Conference Food & Drink 

(1) Breakfast 

There will coffee & tea, other refreshments and pastries available to delegates 

upon arrival and registration at the Contemporary.  

Other recommended breakfast options include: The Ugly Bread Bakery (NG1 2EA) 

serving a range of pastries as well as hot drinks; Hartley’s Coffee & Sandwich Bar 

(NG1 1NL); and The Hungary Pumpkin (NG1 1HN).  

(2) Lunch  

We will provide tea, coffee and other refreshments throughout the day. Lunch will 

also be provided for delegates. Served in the Contemporary, it will include a range 

of vegetarian and vegan options.  

(3) Dinner  

Unfortunately, we are unable to offer a conference dinner. We recommend eating 

between the end of the day-session at 5:45pm and the start of the evening-

session at 7pm.  

Nottingham has a wide variety of restaurants. We recommend: Bar Iberico (Tapas, 

NG1 1NL); Oscar & Rosies (Pizza, NG1 1LP); The Cross Keys (Pub food, NG1 2GJ) 

and Yamas (Greek – with good range of vegetarian/vegan options, NG1 3DR).  

(4) Post-Conference 

Drinks will be available from The Contemporary Bar. Other pubs and bars near 

The Contemporary include: Veeno (wine bar, NG1 7DX); The Junkyard (craft beers 

& ales, NG1 2HB); and The Malt Cross (pub, non-profit bar & kitchen, NG1 6FG).  
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Local Gazetteer 

 

ATMs The nearest ATM to the Contemporary 

is located at the Sainsbury’s Local on 
Pelham Street (NG1 2EA)  
 

Chemist/Pharmacy Boots Pharmacy, 2 Broad Marsh 
Centre, Nottingham NG1 7LB [Open 

08:00 – 18:00 Weekdays]  
 

Doctor Queen’s Medical Centre, Derby Road, 
Nottingham NG7 2UH (A&E 24hours)  

In emergency ring: 999/112 
 

Groceries  Wide variety of local convenience 

stores available. Nearest: Tesco, 10 
Bridlesmith Walk, Nottingham NG1 

2HB 
 

Internet Wifi will be available within The 

Contemporary for delegates.  
 

Police In emergency ring: 999/112. For 
non-urgent inquiries 101. Nearest 
station: Central Police Station, Byron 

House, Maid Marian Way, Nottingham 
NG1 6HS 

 
Printing Delegates should print their papers or 

any travel documents prior to the 

conference as printing facilities will 
not be available on the day. 

Registrations Registration for the conference will 
take place between 8:30 and 9:00. 
Delegates will be guided to the 

registration desk upon arriving at The 
Contemporary.  

 
Taxis Nottingham Cars (01159700700); DG 

Cars (01159500500); Trent Cars 

(01159505050) 
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Other Information 

(1) The Nottingham Contemporary  

Nottingham Contemporary is an international art centre with a strong sense of 

local purpose. One of Britain’s largest and leading centres for contemporary art, 

The Observer has called its programme “constantly inventive.” The Contemporary 

is a registered arts and educational charity, with free admission to the public. It 

presents four contemporary visual arts exhibitions a year. 

The Contemporary was opened in November 2009 in a new, purpose built £20m, 

3,000 sq metre building, designed by architects Caruso St. John, on the edge of 

the historic Lace Market, in Nottingham’s Creative Quarter. 

Nottingham Contemporary’s principal art form is contemporary visual arts, 

presented in 770 square metres of exhibition space. Ambitious group shows such 

as Star City, Aquatopia, Kafou: Haiti, Art and Voudou or Rights of Nature have 

been produced here. Pairs of solo exhibitions have included Francis 

Upritchard and Alfred Kubin and Marvin Gaye Chetwynd and Tala Madani. Our 

exhibitions have toured to, or been developed in partnership with, CAAC Seville, 

De Appel, Amsterdam, CAPC Bordeaux, Tate Liverpool and Tate St Ives, among 

many others. 

The Contemporary’s acclaimed cross-disciplinary free Public Programme of 

lectures, talks, symposia, film screenings and performances is funded through a 

partnership with Nottingham Trent University and The University of 

Nottingham. It informs and expands on ideas raised by the exhibitions across any 

areas of thought and experience. Events are streamed live and research 

is archived on the Contemporary’s website. The Contemporary also has additional 

research partnerships with both universities. 

More information about The Contemporary is available here: 

http://www.nottinghamcontemporary.org/  

(2) Fives Leaves Bookshop 

We are proud to welcome Fives Leaves Bookshop, an independent bookshop 

located at 14A Long Row, Nottingham (NG1 2DH), to Movements. Five Leaves will 

have a stall at The Contemporary with a range of books focusing on movements, 

activism and politics.  

Earlier this year, Five Leaves won the prestigious Independent Bookshop of the 

Year Award, a remarkable achievement for a radical, left-wing book shop.   

It is recommended that delegates interested in purchasing items pay with cash.  

More information is available here: https://fiveleavesbookshop.co.uk/  

http://www.carusostjohn.com/projects/nottingham-contemporary/
http://www.nottinghamcontemporary.org/
https://fiveleavesbookshop.co.uk/
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(3) Sharewear Clothing Scheme 

We are proud to be working in association with Sharewear Clothing Scheme who 

provide emergency clothing, shoes and bedding to people in Nottingham and 

Nottinghamshire. Please consider bringing an item for us to collect for the clothing 

bank.  

More information available here: https://sharewearclothingscheme.org/  

There will be a trailer of a short film by Jim Boxall, Sharewear: Uncovered Film, 

uncovering the hidden issue of clothing poverty amongst the general population 

here in Nottinghamshire, and the work of the registered charity Sharewear in 

alleviating the effects it has on people's lives. 

Sharewear recommends the following guidance for donations:  

They gladly accept the following items in all sizes: 

 Women’s clothing, coats and shoes 

 Men’s clothing, coats and shoes 

 Children’s (Girls & Boys) clothing, coats and shoes 

 Infants/Toddlers (Girls & Boys) clothing, coats and shoes 

 Bedding, sheets, duvets, pillows and bath towels 

Sharewear can take pre-loved clothes as well as new ones, however they will only 

use clothes which are of a very high quality. Please be aware that they can only 

accept brand new knickers and pants. 

If donated clothes can’t be used for quality reasons, they are collected by 

Savannah Rags which gives us a small payment per kilo. This vital money is used 

to reimburse bus fare for volunteers, who would not be able to travel to our base 

to work without this support. 

Please note we DO NOT accept food, toiletries, household goods, furniture, toys 

or anything not listed above. 

Money donations 

If you would rather donate money to us directly please make a BACS payment or 

set up a Standing Order to our bank account: 

Yorkshire Bank:  Sort code 05 06 42   Account no 48910407 

Your much-appreciated donation will go towards the cost of running Sharewear. 

 

https://sharewearclothingscheme.org/


 13 

Conference Programme 

As you can see we have a packed programme! We encourage delegates to stick 

to time as panel chairs will be finishing panels on the time listed in the 

programme. 

08:30-

09:00 
Registration 

 
09:00-
09:15 

Welcome 

 
09:15-

10:15 
Opening Keynote  

 
Is that me in the Picture? Reflections on the London 2018 

March 4 Women  
Anita Biressi (University of Roehampton) 

 
10:15-

10:30 
Coffee 

10:30-

11:30 
Panel 1A – The Space 

 
Film as Activism: A Case 

Study of Inside Film and The 
Acting Class (2017) 

 
Features: 

  
Deirdre O’Neil (Inside Film 

Project) on the work of Inside 

Film.  
 

15-minute extract from The 
Acting Class  

 

Mike Wayne (Brunel 
University) on documentary film 

as a form of creative practice 
and academic research.  

 

Panel 1B – The Studio 

 
Alternative Sites of Activism 

 
‘Art and Activism: A Fresh Wave 

of 21st Century Protests in 
Nairobi, Kenya’  

Craig Halliday (East Anglia) 

 
‘Airport Actions, Anti-Racist 
Activism and Afrofuturism: 

Connections between UK Political 

Activism and Dystopian Fiction in 
Resisting Racism and Climate 

Change’  
Kate Meakin (Sussex) 

 

‘The Abolitionist Imagination: 
Finding Meaning in London’s 

Prison Abolition Movement’  
Hannah Pittaway (Reclaim 

Justice) 
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11:30-

12:30 
Panel 2A – The Space  

 
 Old Media, New Media 

 
‘Communicating for Change in a 

Changing Media Ecology: 
Environmental and LGBTI+ 

Activism in Chile’  

David Jofré (Glasgow) 
 

 
‘Freedom of Speech, Faith 
Communities and Media 

Coverage’  
Sara Cannizzaro (Warwick) & 

Yasmin Alibhai-Brown 
(Middlesex) 

 

‘Internet Activism: Site of 
Protest or Means of Protest: A 

Critical Study of Girls at Dhabas 
and Why Loiter’  

Arundhathi (Tata Institute for 

Social Sciences) & Sarah Zia 
(The Times of India) 

 

Panel 2B – The Studio 
 

Radical Poetics 

 
‘“It’s All Good, It’s All Fucked”: 

The Precarious Commons in 
Contemporary Anti-Capitalist 

Poetry’ 

Raphael Kabo (Birbeck)  

 
‘From Literary Activism to 
Political Protest in Iran’  

Ali Abdolrezaei & Abol 
Froushan (International Poetry 

Web) 

 

12:30-

13:30 
Lunch 

13:30-

14:30 
Panel 3A – The Space 

 
Iberian Activisms’  

 
‘Novelty and Repetition – The 

Aesthetics of the Portuguese 
Revolution’ 

Carolina Rito (Nova) 

 
‘Damage to Catalonia? State 

Power and Notions of 
Democracy, 1937 to 2017’ 
Stuart Price (De Montfort)  

 
 

‘Protests, Movements and Social 
Change: Current Trends in 

Spain’  
Alessandra Farné  

(Jaume I) 
 

 

Panel 3B – The Studio 
 

Lessons Learnt? 

 
‘Young People in Old Archives: 

Re-visiting the Stop the War 
Demonstrations’ 

Pollyanna Ruiz (Sussex) 

 
‘Women’s Activism and Political 

Transformation Through the 
Lens of the 1984 Miners’ Strike’ 
Patricia Francis (Nottingham 

Trent) 
 

‘Depoliticisation of 
Environmental Discourse: 

Dangers and Opportunities, 

Lessons from Israel’ 
Shai Kassirer (Brighton) 
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14:30-

15:30 
Panel 4A – The Space 

 
Neoliberalism in Crisis 

 
‘Pragmatic Prefiguration: Agents 

and Acts of Dissent under 

Stagnant Neoliberalism’ 
David Bailey (Birmingham) 

 
 

‘Activism in Chile in the Context 

of the Democracy Crisis: The 
Student and Mapuche 

Movements’ 
María Fanjul-Fanjul 

(Nottingham Trent) & Clara del 
Río Lanchas (Nottingham 

Trent) 
 

‘The Umbrella Revolution: Hong 
Kong’s Civil Disobedience 

Movement’ 
Aaron Anfinson (Hong Kong) 

 

Panel 4B – The Studio 
 

Challenging the State 

 
‘Postcolonial Narratives, State 

Terrorism and Trauma: A 

Reading of Helon Habila & John 
Nkengasong’ 

Eric N. Zuhmboshi (Yaoundé I) 
 

‘The Anti-Corruption Protests in 

Romania and the Counter 
Manifestations’ 

Antonio Momoc (Bucharest) 
 

 
‘Drama and Activist Discourses 
in the Postcolony: Reading Bole 

Butake’s And Palmwine Will Flow 
and Niyi Osundare’s The State 

Visit’ 
Eunice Ngongkum (Yaoundé I) 

 
 

15:30-
15:40 

Coffee 

15:40-
16:40 

Panel 5A – The Space 

 
Practical Activism  

 
‘Video Games as Tools for 

Activism and Political 
Engagement’ 

Martin Flintham (Nottingham), 
Anja Neundorf (Nottingham), 
Tom Rodden (Nottingham), & 

Hanne Wagner (Nottingham) 
 

‘Onwards: The Journey to 
Justice’ 

Tania Aubeelack & Pat Boyer 

(Journey to Justice) 
   

‘How and why the People’s 

Assembly mobilise for 
demonstrations’ 
Sam Fairbairn 

(People’s Assembly) 

Panel 5B – The Studio 

 
Activism for the 
Disenfranchised 

 

‘Educate, Agitate, Organise: 
Dalit Activism and Writing in the 

21st Century’ 
Daniel Bilton (Nottingham 

Trent) 

 
‘The Border Regimes of Welfare 

Conditionality: EU Migrant 
Claimants between Austerity 

Politics and Hostile Environment’ 

Alessandro Froldi & Arianna 
Introna (Stirling) 

 
‘Citizenship and Media Activism 

in Brazil: An Analysis of the 
Potential Articulations between 
Indigenous Activists and the 

Movement of the Homeless 
Workers (MTST)’ 
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Adilson Vaz Cabral Filho 

(Fluminense), Andrea Meyer 
Landulpho Medrado 

(Fluminense), & Simone do 

Vale (Rio de Janeiro) 

 

16:45-

17:45 
Closing Keynote 

 
Grenfell, Austerity and Institutional Violence 

Vickie Cooper (Open University) & David Whyte (University of 
Liverpool)   

 

17:45-
19:00 

Dinner 

 
Unfortunately, there is no official conference dinner, but we 

recommend eating before the start of the evening session. We have 

recommended some venues near to the venue on page nine. 

 
19:00-
21:30 

NHS ‘A Second Opinion’ and Austerity Fight 
 

The evening event will start at 19:00 with a live performance by 
Bread & Roses of their new show about the NHS ‘A Second 
Opinion’, followed by Austerity Fight film screening at 19:30. 

Austerity Fight is a 90 min documentary by Liverpool based 
filmmakers, Phil Maxwell & Hazuan Hashim who will be participating 

in a Q&A session at the end of the screening. 
 
We are proud to be working in association with Sharewear Clothing 

Scheme who provide emergency clothing, shoes and bedding to 
people in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire. Please consider 

bringing an item for us to collect for the clothing bank. There will be 
a short trailer for their film Sharewear: Uncovered directed by Jim 
Boxall at the start of the evening. 

 

 


